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Hidden in the traditional Milanese patio of Marselleria in Milan within the art gallery's
permanent exhibition space, the “Pop-Up Building” is a bold new “Ephemeral
architecture” project by artist Daniel González, which was inspired by children pop-
up books. The Argentinian artist covered 250 square meters facade of the building
with hand-cut cardboard, tape, zip ties, wood, glues, nylon wires and electric engines
creating a massive architectural model gone crazy. The result is an animated
cardboard environment, where a play of unexpected geometries, textures and motifs
surprise the visitors encompassed inside.

Making direct reference to Baroque architecture and the work of Gian Lorenzo
Bernin, González has adopted techniques such as Japanese kirigami (a variation of
origami where the paper is cut rather than folded) to form folded lines that stick out
from the two-dimensional space of the cardboard sheet. These sculptural paper cuts
create abstract interpretations of renowned local landmarks like the Pirelli
Skyscraper, le Fabbriche di Lambrate and the Torre Velasca, as well as Escher’s
famous paradoxes and impossible buildings. Many surprising cultural references are
mixed up and hidden within the work too, so that no one person will get the same
experience every time.

The “Pop-Up Building” is a bold new “Ephemeral
architecture” project by artist Daniel González, which

was inspired by children pop-up books

Daniel González, PopUp Building Milan, official
video, Marsèlleria, 2015
from Daniel González Project

02:45

http://daniel-gonzalez.com/
https://vimeo.com/danielgonzalezproject
https://vimeo.com/141031856
https://vimeo.com/danielgonzalezproject
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was inspired by children pop-up books

The installation is lit by internal lights at night, to illuminate both the courtyard and
the artwork. The cardboard pieces are also (literally) animated, and move throughout



12/11/2015 Daniel Gonzàlez creates a ephemeral popup architecture out of cardboard

http://creativepool.com/magazine/design/danielgonzalezcreatesaephemeralpopuparchitectureoutofcardboard.6521 4/9

the artwork. The cardboard pieces are also (literally) animated, and move throughout
each day so that on a return visit, you'll get an almost completely fresh experience.
Pop-Up Building Milan is, according to the Marselleria, “An architectural model gone
crazy, a surreal monument breaking into the urban context.” By interacting with its
surroundings, the project creates a world of innocence within a possible reality that
lives just for a fleeting moment, the time to turn the page of a book.

The installation will inhabit the external exhibition space until October 31. It marks the
final outcome of the research work of González about ephemeral architectures. In
2010 the artist realised his first pop-up building in Rotterdam for Witte de With
Festival followed by Pop-Up Museo Disco Club for the Biennale of El Museo in New
York City in 2011. The artist has also exhibited at Zabludowicz Collection in London, at
Musée d’Art Contemporain de Bordeaux, at the Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich
(Germany), in Viafarini gallery (Milan), at Neuer Kunstverein in Aachen (Germany),
during the second Prague Biennale and during Manifesta 7 Trento/Bolzano.

Daniel González, PopUp Building Milan, time lapse
video, Marsèlleria, 2015
from Daniel González Project

02:53

http://www.marselleria.org/
https://vimeo.com/danielgonzalezproject
https://vimeo.com/139958436
https://vimeo.com/danielgonzalezproject
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Royal Mail gets biblical this Christmas

Winter's silver lining is dawning on us once again, and brands are wasting no time getting in on
the action, not least Royal Mail, who are arguably as vital a part of the UK Christmas season as
lukewarm mulled wine and tangled lights. Every November...

Posted by: Creativepool News
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Rebrand Roundup: From Laptop Chargers to Jimi Hendrix

Fuseproject - Zolt Fuseproject has developed the branding and industrial design of the new Zolt
Laptop Charger Plus, which claims to be the smallest and lightest charger on the market. Zolt (a
division of US electronics product developers Avogy)...

Posted by: Creativepool News
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Abbey Road opens first official retail store

I'll probably never get to record an album at Abbey Road. It's been a dream of mine since the
moment I first picked up a guitar almost two decades ago, but I've come to the sad conclusion
that this particular dream shall remain unfulfilled. The same...

Posted by: Ben Hiorns
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